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these birds in company, nor had he ever been able to approach 
them sufficiently near to observe any peculiarity in their method 
of feeding. A few hours brought us to an eminence, from which 
we could sce the plains of Salama and San Gerónimo, now burnt 
up by the sun. Very little rain falls here after the middle of 
October, and the only sign of vegetable life is the beautiful green 
of the Sugar-cane, and the ‘ Nopales, or plantations of Cactus 
(Cactus cochinellifer), for the breeding of the cochineal insect. I 
was glad to get back to my comfortable quarters in the Convent 
of San Gerónimo, where I am now scribbling, and appreciated 
more keenly than ever the good taste of its founders, and my own 
particular luck in having access to such a harbour of refuge. 

In concluding these notes, I may remark that it was quite clear 
that these birds were preying upon the bees ; and that to me it 
appeared equally clear that their mode of seizing them was with 
the foot, by which the insect was conveyed to the mouth, because 
this alone could explain the actions of the foot and mouth as 
above described. 


San Geronimo, Guatemala, 
March 30th, 1860. 


XXIX.—On Birds collected in the Somali country, Eastern Africa. 
By Capt. J. H. Speke, F.R.G.S. 
(Plate VII.) 

My friend Mr. Blyth of Caleutta has given a Report on the col- 
lections which I made during my expedition into the Somali 
country in the winter of 1854-5, in the twenty-fourth volume 
of the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal. The following 
are some additional uotes upon the species of birds of which 
I obtained specimens. The nomenclature is nearly the same as 
that adopted by Mr. Blyth. 

Four of the 36 birds of which I obtamed cxamples have even- 
tually proved to be new to science, namely Amydrus blythii, Not- 
auges albicapillus, Passer castanopterus, and Sypheotides humilis. 

l. PEOCEPHALUS RUFIVENTRIS (Rüppell). 

This is the only species of Parrot I observed in the Somáli 
country; but it appears to have a wide range, for I found it 
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again during my recent expedition into Eastern Africa, as far 
south as 6° S. lat. They fly about in large flocks like the 
common Parroquets of India, and make a loud and continuous 
chatter. Their irides are red. 


2. HELOTARSUS ECAUDATUS (Daudin). Native name, Nabodi. 

I have seen this bird also as far south as 6° S.lat. Irides 
red. It is said by the natives to be very destructive to small 
animals, and to lay only one egg. The specimen obtained had 
a nest of small sticks loosely placed together in the upper 
branches of a large Mimosa-tree. It was very shy and hard 
to kill. 


3. Merrerax POLYZONUS (Rüppell). Native name, Hat- 
kaadag. 

Irides red. It flies very swiftly ; with the habit of a Sparrow- 
hawk. Shot on the Plateau. 


4. BUBO AFRICANUS (Temminck). Native name, Shimir- 
libah, meaning “the Lion-bird.” 


5. BUCEROS FLAVIROSTRIS, Rüppell. Common Somali Horn- 
bill: called there Kudunkutu. 

These birds fly about in bodies of five or six together, make a 
loud croaking sound, not unlike a frog, and are especially noisy 
about sunrise. These also I found six or seven degrees south 
of the equator during my recent journey. 


6. IRRISOR SENEGALENSIS (Vieillot). 

These birds are also numerous in more southern latitudes. 
They fly in flocks of fifteen to twenty, and feed in Acacia-trees. 
They have a very offensive odour., 


7. ĪRRISOR MINOR, Rüppell. 

The female is much smaller than its mate, and has a still 
more arched bill. Living on the Plateau, they usually frequent 
thickly-lcaved large Acacia-trees to feed, and make a peculiar, 
loud, unmusical noise, but have not the same unpleasant voice as 
the Irrisor senegalensis. 


8. DENDROBATES ETHIOPICUS (Ehrenberg). 
Called by the natives Daudauté, from the sound ıt makes 
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when tapping the hollow bark of trees in search of insects, which 
they shake out and feed on. I shot them on the Plateau. 


9. DENDROMUS HEMPRICHIT (Ehrenberg). 
This small Woodpecker is commoner than the last, and also 
inhabits the Plateau. 


10. SCHIZORHIS LEUCOGASTER (Rüppell). 

Called by the natives Gobiyun in some places, Fát in others: 
it ranges into more southern regions. They feed in thickly- 
leaved trees, are very cunning when pursued, and chatter in- 
cessantly as they climb about, like Magpies, but with a noise 
resembling a cat’s cry. 


11. OxYLOPHUS GLANDARIUS (L.). 
12. Corvus AFrFINIS, Rüppell. Somali, Tukka. 


13. Corvus UMBRINUS, Sundeval (?). 

I saw several of these birds (perhaps from being in a transition 
state) marked with white tips to their front feathers, ranging 
from the neck to the abdomen in a succession of small semi- 
circles. It would appear that disease was the cause of this phe- 
nomenon, since scarcely any two of them were marked alıke, 
some having more white, whilst others had less ; they flew about 
in common with the Corvus afinis and their own (I believe) um- 
brinous brethren. Blyth says, “ Not having seen a description 
of this bird, we are not quite certain that it is correctly identi- 
fied, especially as the late H. E. Strickland remarked of it, after 
noticing C. scapulatus (pheocephalus, Cab.), ‘ Distinguished by 
the length and curvature of the beak, and by the grey-brown 
tint of the head and neck.’ ” 


14. Amyprus BLYTHi1, Hartlaub, Journ. f. Orn. 1859, p. 32. 

I found these birds all over the country ; they follow the cattle 
in small flocks, seldom exceeding six or seven in number. Eye 
dark. i 


15. NoTAuGES SUPERBUS (Rüppell). Somali, Shimberload or 
Cow-bird. 

This beautiful bird I found extending to 7° S. lat. They 
move about in large flocks, like the India Maina, following after 
the herds of cows, whence its name 1s derived. Irides white. 
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16. NoTAUGES ALBICAPILLUS (Blyth): Spreo albicapillus, 
Blyth, Journ. As. Soc. xxiv. p. 301: Notauges albicapillus, Hartl. 
Somali, Planagur. (Plate VII.) 

Mr. Blyth describes this bird, as follows :— Length about 
12 in., of wing 64 in., and tail 42 in.; its outermost feathers 
3 in. shorter; bill to gape 1,3, in.; and tarsi 13 in. Colour 
dull metallic green, with a white cap, vent, lower tail-coverts, 
tibial plumes, flanks posteriorly, auxiliaries, and under wing- 
coverts; rest of the lower parts with narrow brownish-white 
mesial streaks to the feathers, which are subacuminate, and but 
slightly streaked on the chin and throat; secondaries chiefly 
dull white on their exterior webs, forming a large patch on the 
wing. Bill and feet black. As compared with the Cape species, 
N. bicolor (Lamprotornis albiventris, Swainson), the bill is less 
slender and Thrush-like, having more of the Lamprotornis form ; 
and the tarsi are shorter; but we do not hesitate to refer it to 
the same genus.” I found these birds feeding and flying about 
in the same manner, and on the ground, as the Notauges su- 
perbus, and also in large flocks. Irides white*. 


17. BUPHAGA ERYTHRORHYNCHA, Stanley. Somali, Hurio. 

Common about the country. They feed chiefly on lice and 
ticks, which they find on cattle, and are very annoying to camels 
who are galled by carrying baggage, by pecking at and prevent- 
ing their sores from healing; five or six are generally to be seen 
clinging to one animal at once. When cattle are sound in skin, 
they seem to enjoy being cleansed by these birds, and allow them 
to cling about the head and neck in quict repose. The eye of 
this bird is of a light and brownish red. 


18. HyPHANTORNIS BAGLEFECHT, Vieillot ? 

I found this little Baya bird on the Plateau in considerable 
numbers, feeding where there were long grasses and plants in 
flower, in company with many beautiful little Creepers. 


19. Passer CASTANOPTERUS, Blyth. 
This specimen was shot on the Plateau, amongst a large flock. 


* The figure (Plate VII.) is copied from an Indian drawing forwarded 
to Dr. Hartlaub by Mr. Blyth.—Eb. 
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20. POLIOSPIZA TRISTRIATA, Bp. Serinus tristriatus, Rüppell. 
Shot on the mountains, where they fly about in flocks like 
English Sparrows. 


21. PYrRRHULAUDA LEUCOTIS (Stanley). 

This delicate little bird I found only at Bunder Goree, feeding 
on the sand in front of the huts. The hen bird has no black 
upon the breast. 


22. LANIARIUS CRUENTUS (Ehrenberg). Somali name, /datnis. 
23. PLATYSTEIRA SENEGALENSIS (L.). 


24. SAXICOLA ISABELLINA, Rüppell. 


25. SAXICOLA MELANURA, Temminck. 
These two Wheatears I found on the Plateau. 


26. DICRURUS LUGUBRIS, Ehrenberg. 
A King Crow, with habits like the Indian one. Ivides red. 


27. NECTARINIA HABESSINICA, Ehrenberg. 

A beautiful species of Honeysucker, whose lustrous metallic 
feathers, when flitting in the sun, endeavouring to extract secd 
from the bells of flowers, are resplendently gaudy. 


28. NECTARINIA ALBIVENTRIS, Strickland, Jardine’s Contr. 
Orn. 1852, pl. 86, p. 42. 

Male and female. These Creepers, like the last, inhabit the 
Plateau, and are always found in company with them, flying 
about shrubs, plants, and flowers. Mr. Blyth says, this species 
has only been obtained in the Somali country. 


29, PTEROCLES SENEGALENSIS (Latham). P. guttatus, Licht- 
enstein. The Rock-Pigeon or Sand-Grouse. Somäli, Fuku. 

These birds are found on the Plateau in large flocks, and in 
habits correspond with the Indian bird of the same size. 


30. PTEROCLES LICHTENSTEINI, Temminck. 

This bird frequents hills, like the Indian Pterocles fasciatus, 
the Painted Rock Pigeon of sportsmen, which it generally re- 
sembles ; but it is readily distinguishable upon comparison, being 
a considerably larger bird, and richer in its markings. At first 
sight I mistook it for the Indian bird. 
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31. PTERNISTES RUBRICOLLIS (Latham). 

Common Somali Partridge, called by the natives Digrin. It 
runs like the red-legged bird, and is very hard to kill; but the 
flavour of its flesh is good, even better than that of any other 
game in the country, and repays one well for the trouble of 
shooting it. 


32. ScLEROPTERA GUTTURALIS (Riippell). 
I shot this Partridge on the mountain, and could not hear of 
its existence anywhere else. 


33. SYPHEOTIDES HUMILIS, Blyth, Journ. As. Soc. Beng. xxiv. 
p. 305. 

A Floriken with yellow iris, called by the Somáli Waradada. 
When frightened, it flies off, uttering a loud cry like ka-ki-rak, 
ka-ki-rak. I found it here on the Plateau amongst low herbage 
and grass, but not so numerous as I subsequently did in Central 
Africa, south of the equator. The male is smaller than its mate, 
and has black feathers, which distinguish it, under the lower 
mandible. 


34. (EDICNEMUS AFFINIS, Rüppell. Somáli, Kedinhitu. 
Irides light straw-yellow. In almost all particulars of habit 
it corresponds with the common Indian bird of the same size. 


35. CHENALOPEX EGYPTIACUS (L.). Egyptian Goose. So- 
máli, Etal-Jaz (“ who lives at wells ”). 
I found these birds also on the lakes south of the equator. 


36. PHALACROCORAX LUGUBRIS, Rúppell. (Carbo melano- 
gaster, Cuv., Par. Mus.) 
A common sea-bird, which 1 shot at Bunder Goree. 


XXX. — History of the Derbyan Mountain-Pheasant (Oreo- 
phasis derbianus). By OsberT Sarvin, M.A., F.Z.S. 


THoucu some ycars have elapsed since the discovery of this 
strange bird, little or no additional information has been given 
as regards its habits and economy. Having resided for several 
months in the neighbourhood of its only known locality, I shall 
offer no apology for entering somewhat at Icngth upon the few 
facts that I have been able to pick up, relating both to the 


